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CALL FOR PAPERS

A special issue of 
Community Development:  
A Journal of the Community Development Society

Guest Editors:  Jeffrey L. Jordan and L.J. (Bo) Beaulieu
Theme:  Connecting Community Development and Sustainable Agriculture:  Sustaining Community Innovation.

Healthy and prosperous rural communities are a key factor in sustaining the future of U.S. agriculture, and innovations in agriculture are important to the future of many rural communities.  Despite this mutual interdependence, agriculture and community development have too often been studied and conducted without regard to one another.  The theme of this special issues flows from the partnership between the Southern Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program (S-SARE) and the Southern Rural Development Center.   Since 2002 the partnership has funded 39 projects that have sought to strengthen both agriculture and Southern communities through explicit linkages between sustainable agriculture and community development, and to improve understanding of the mutual benefits of such linkages.

The Sustainable Community Innovation Grants(SCIG) Program funds projects that pursue local strategies to link sound farm and nonfarm economic development with agricultural and natural resource management.   Sustainable Community Innovation Grants aim to blend sustainable agriculture practices with new community development strategies to increase our ability to build resilient farms, businesses, families and communities in the South.  

Using this partnership as a back-drop, this special issue of Community Development  commissions papers that highlight some of the innovative programs “on the ground” that have resulted from the grants.  Also, papers that evaluate the success of the program, as well as papers that explore the conceptual framework that guides successful community innovation strategies are encouraged.  Paper need not be directly related to projects that have received SRDC/SARE grants but should focus on connecting community development and sustainable agriculture.

Please submit abstracts for papers to Jeff Jordan, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Georgia (jjordan@uga.edu) and to Bo Beaulieu, Southern Rural Development Center (ljb@srdc.msstate.edu) in MsWord as an email attachment by October 1.  Please limit the abstract to 250 words or less.  Abstracts will be reviewed and papers selected for possible inclusion in the special issue will be determined by November 1.  Selected papers will then go through a peer-review process of possible inclusion in the special issue of Community Development.
