This is not an active call for proposals. For archival purposes only.

Release Date: December 20, 2003

Deadline for Submitted Proposals: February 27, 2004
SOUTHERN REGION 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

(SSARE) PROGRAM

SPECIAL CALL FOR PROPOSALS:  $50,000

UPDATING SSARE SYSTEMS RESEARCH METHODS HANDBOOK

The Southern Region USDA Program on Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SSARE) is requesting individual or team research proposals to update and expand the 1997 SSARE “Systems Research Methods Handbook.”  The updated handbook should be designed to give applicants of SSARE Research and Education (R&E) grants clear guidance on what systems research is and how to conduct it within the resources SSARE has to offer (see a copy of the SSARE R&E Request for Pre-Proposals on the SSARE web site at http://www.griffin.uga.edu/sare).

Southern SARE encourages systems research in its Research & Education grants.  We also strive to fund projects that are multi-disciplinary, multi-institutional, and when possible, multi-state, all involving farmers and other end users.  But, we recognize that complex systems are more than the sum of their component parts.
Over the last six years of encouraging systems research, it has become clear that in order to do systems research as it has been envisioned, large amounts of resources are required.  But, this would only allow us to fund one or two projects a year rather than six to eight.  Therefore, in order to both encourage systems research and fund more than only one or two projects per year, the SSARE program needs to take a fresh look at the concept of systems research itself.

The purpose of this special call is to re-examine how sustainable agriculture systems research can be accomplished and to provide proposal writers with a guide on how to conduct systems research.  Your proposal should indicate your approach to systems research and how you plan to apply this approach to the SSARE Research and Education grants through the SSARE Systems Research Methods Handbook.
Expected work product will be an updated and expanded “Systems Research Methods Handbook.”  The maximum amount that can be awarded under this call for proposals is $50,000.  All proposals will be evaluated by the Project Review Committee of the SSARE Administrative Council   The award will be made by the SSARE Administrative Council and all applicants will be notified by May 2004.  The completed Systems Research Methods Handbook will be due by July, 2005.

This call for proposals is open to anyone, with the appropriate knowledge and experience, in all US states and territories.

PROPOSAL FORMAT

1. Cover Page. (one page) including names and titles of applicants, address, phone numbers, fax, email, organizational signature of authorization, and amount of funds requested.

2. Qualifications of Project Coordinator(s). One page per person, including relevant experience.

3. Body of the proposal.    Proposals must be typewritten, with one-inch margins, and not more than 12 characters per inch or smaller that 12-point font.  Body of the proposal (this is separate from cover page, qualifications of project coordinators, budget and budget narrative, resumes and references) must be double spaced and not more that nine (9) pages in length.  
4. Detailed budget and budget narrative. (maximum total of two pages).  Overhead costs are not allowed in the SARE Program.
5. Resume or CV of proposed coordinator(s).

6. References – Should include literature cited that is relevant to project.  Single spaced.
TO SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL:

ONE UNSTAPLED ORIGINAL AND ONE FILE ON A 3.5” DISKETTE (MSWord or WordPerfect) OF THE COMPLETED PROPOSAL MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE SOUTHERN SARE OFFICE BY 5:00 PM ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2004.

FAX OR EMAIL TRANSMISSIONS OF PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

SEND PROPOSALS TO:

Dr. Jeffrey L. Jordan

Professor and Director

University of Georgia

Southern Region SARE Program

1109 Experiment Street

Griffin, GA  30223-1797

Ph: (770) 412-4787

jjordan@griffin.uga.edu

