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CALL FOR PAPERS 
A special issue of
Southern Rural Sociology

Guest Editors:  Jeffrey L. Jordan and Douglas H. Constance

Theme:  Sustainable Agriculture and Quality of Life in Rural Communities

One of the three main pillars of sustainable agriculture is the enhancement of the quality of life for farmers and rural communities. This special issue of Southern Rural Sociology (SRS) will include papers that explore these connections. There are two distinct strands of research in sustainable agriculture. One looks at production issues (and to a lesser extent marketing issues) and examines best management practices (BMP) using sustainable techniques (usually substituting on-farm inputs for off-farm uses of agricultural chemicals and pesticides). While this area of research (normally conducted by plant and animal scientists at land-grant colleges and universities) is helpful in reducing the adverse environmental effects of conventional agriculture, it leaves in place the present agricultural system. 

The other strand of research explores the barriers and opportunities to broadly transforming agriculture based on sustainable principles. It is this latter strand that this special issue of SRS will address. Some examples of this type of work are research related to: (1) the development of links between two or more different subsystems of the supply chain: production, processing, distribution, marketing, consumption; (2) the development of local/regional food systems that incorporate production, processing, and marketing; (3) the barriers and opportunities for the development of marketing cooperatives for alternative food products; (4) the development of concepts related to civic agriculture; and (5) similar topics that link issues of sustainable agriculture to community well-being. In short, this special issue of SRS will highlight the topic of sustainable agriculture and community and how the two intersect in the South.

Please submit abstracts for papers to Douglas H. Constance, Department of Sociology at Sam Houston State University ( soc_dhc@shsu.edu ) in MsWord as an email attachment by October 1st.  Please limit the abstract to 250 words or less (no embedded codes please). 

Abstracts will be reviewed and authors of papers selected for possible inclusion in the special issue will be notified by October 15th.  Fully-developed papers will be invited to be presented in a joint session of the Southern Agricultural Economics Association and the Southern Rural Sociological Association at the annual meeting of the Southern Association of Agricultural Scientists in Mobile, Alabama from February 3 – 7, 2006. Selected papers will then go through a peer-review process for possible inclusion in this special issue of Southern Rural Sociology. 

